
 
 
 
      March 20, 2006   

 
Attorney Christine Varney 
Hogan & Hartson, LLP 
Columbia Square 
555 Thirteenth Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20004 
 
Dear Ms. Varney: 
 
 I have appreciated your responding to my concerns about MySpace.com (“MySpace”), 
providing the opportunity to meet with you and your colleagues, including MySpace.com’s Chief 
Executive Officer Chris DeWolfe, as well as our continuing discussions.   
 

The preliminary steps outlined in your letter are a welcome start, but I am deeply 
concerned that they would leave children at risk from pornography and sexual predators and 
other potential problems.  While our discussions have been encouraging, I ask MySpace to take 
certain specific practical steps to address immediately the most critical concerns identified by my 
office.  These measures are technologically feasible, as well as consistent with your stated terms 
of service and your own explicit goal of prohibiting nudity and other offensive or inappropriate 
material from your website:  

 
• Provide filtering software on the website that parents can download to block 

access to MySpace, as well as other websites that include sexually explicit 
material and other inappropriate content. 

• Ban anyone under 16 from MySpace.  If 14 and 15 year olds have access to any 
site, it should be separate and distinct.  This new possible website should also ban 
children under the age of 14.   

• Initiate a member login with age verification to regulate visitors viewing other 
member profiles, including pictures and access to group materials.  Any access to 
adult content should be vigorously restricted to individuals 18 or older. 

• Implement technology to ensure that 14 and 15 year olds are prohibited from 
changing their profile settings from private to public, and no photos or profiles of 
minors can be viewed by anyone older than 16 without parental consent.   

• Increase staffing and employ additional filtering technology to effectively block 
nudity and sexually explicit images and other violations of MySpace terms of 
service and preclude people looking for sex from communicating or contacting 



children.  MySpace should also do proactive manual searches of its site for 
material that violates its terms of service. 

• Delete anyone who violates MySpace terms of service, and permanently ban a 
user from MySpace for continually posting prohibited deep links with 
pornography or other inappropriate material. 

• Establish the new Security Director as an aggressive watchdog independent and 
separate from the corporate hierarchy reporting directly to the Board of Directors.  

• Delete explicit reference to swingers as a browse term and groups or clubs 
identified as swingers or people seeking sex. 

• Fully disclose in clear and conspicuous terms that MySpace contains explicit 
sexual content and users seeking sexual encounters, and prior use of the site by 
sexual predators to target minors.  

 
Although new technology may be needed to fully protect children, much of it is already 

available.  This site now exposes young people to a perilous cyber environment with people 
posting sexually explicit materials and looking for sexual relationships.  In fact, children can still 
view pornographic images, links to X-rated websites, “clubs” involving adults seeking sexual 
encounters, and webcam sex for sale offers.  I ask you to adopt my proposed steps immediately 
even as you develop new technology offering better protections. 
  

I am prepared to continue our constructive discussions and ask that you contact my 
office.  I welcome any other ideas you may have for advancing our shared goal of making 
MySpace a safe site for all.  Again, thank you for taking the time to visit us and being responsive 
to our concerns.  I look forward to making further progress in the coming days.  

         
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
       RICHARD BLUMENTHAL 
RB/pas 

 


